
 
 
 
 
 
 
TO:  JAMES L. APP, CITY MANAGER 
 
FROM: BOB LATA, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 
 
SUBJECT: PROPERTIES FAILING TO COMPLY WITH SEISMIC SAFETY 

ORDINANCE 
 
DATE:  SEPTEMBER 6, 2005 
 
Needs: For the City Council to consider an order to vacate those buildings not in 

compliance with Seismic Strengthening requirements of Section A 115, 
Chapter 17.18  Municipal Code for the City of Paso Robles. 

 
Facts: 1. The Seismic Code Update Ordinance Chapter 17.18, became  

effective August 6, 2004. The ordinance requires retrofit or 
demolition of unreinforced masonry structures within a two and 
one-half (2.5) year period, specifically February 6, 2007. 

 
2. As a step toward meeting the retrofit requirements, Section 

A115.1.2 requires the owner of a building within the scope of this 
chapter to obtain one of the following within 12 months: 
• A building permit to construct the seismic retrofit; or 
• A letter from the Building Official stating that he concurs with 

a structural analysis, demonstrating the building meets 
minimum requirements of this chapter and does not require 
seismic retrofit: or 

• A permit for the demolition of the building. 
 

3. Section A115.6, Enforcement,  states: 
 

1. “If the owner in charge or control of the subject building 
fails to comply with any order issued by the Building 
Official pursuant to this Chapter within the time limits set 
forth in Section A115.1, the Building Official shall verify 
that the recorded owner of this building has been properly 
served”. 

 
 
 
 



B. “If the order has been served on the record owner, then the 
Building Official may order that the entire building, or any 
portion thereof, be vacated until such order has been 
complied with”. 

 
4. On August 6, 2004 a Notice and Order was served on all recorded 

owners by First Class and Certified mailing, directing the owners 
to comply with Chapter 17.18. 

 
5. As of this date nineteen (19) buildings (see “Property Status List”) 

have not secured permits for either retrofit or demolition per the 
following breakdown. Two (2) structures are City property. One is 
located at the City Water Yard on Paso Robles Street and is 
proposed for demolition. The second is the Carnegie Library. 
Construction drawings for the Carnegie will be complete by 
November 30, 2005. The remaining seventeen (17) are under 
private ownership. Of those; One(1) has not submitted for permits; 
Twelve (12) are in plan check for retrofit; Four (4) are in plan 
check for demolition. 

 
ANALYSIS & 
CONCLUSION: 
 

As required by Section A115.3, building owners were notified of 
the order to obtain permits to either retrofit, demolish or provide 
analysis demonstrating the building does not need seismic retrofit. 
The notices were sent in a timely manner (August 6, 2004) to 
provide sufficient time to obtain those permits or releases required. 
To date, eighteen (18) buildings have not secured permits to either 
retrofit or demolish.  
 
The purpose of code deadlines was to insure public safety through 
timely retrofit of unreinforced masonry structures. The code calls 
for the property owner to take one of three specified actions twelve 
(12) months after code adoption to insure reasonable progress and 
enough time to complete the retrofit process. 
 
Allowing continued occupancy of an unreinforced masonry 
structure beyond the August 8, 2005 prolongs public exposure to 
the hazards of an unreinforced structure. 
 
Additional notices informing the property owners of the deadlines 
for permit submittals and permit issuance were also sent January 3, 
March 15, May 3, May 31, and June 27, 2005. Starting with the 
May 3, 2005 notice, all property tenants were mailed copies of the 
notices. See “Notice to Owners”. 



 
 
In conclusion, City Council may direct staff to send notices for 
immediate vacation of those buildings which have not secured 
permits, or direct staff to send notices, at a future date selected by 
Council, for vacation of those buildings which have not secured 
permits, or direct staff to send reminder notices for retrofit or 
demolition to be completed not later than February 6, 2007. 
 
 

FISCAL 
IMPACT: 
 

Direct costs are minimal. Revenue impacts (due to losses of sales 
tax) are expected to be approximately four thousand plus 
($4,000.00 +) per month, based on sales taxes for the last four 
quarters as provided by Administrative Services.  

 
OPTIONS: 
 

For City Council to confirm notice to vacate, per Section A115.6, 
those buildings without permits for retrofit or demolition, by 
directing the Building Official: 

 
1. To send a “Notice to Immediately Vacate”, to those owners 

of buildings where required permits have not yet been 
secured. 

 
2. To send a “Notice to Vacate”, to those owners of buildings 

where required permits have not yet been secured, by a 
future date specified by Council. 

 
3. To send a reminder notice to those owners of buildings that 

required permits have not been secured, and that building 
retrofit or demolition must be completed not later than 
February 6, 2007, or the City will order the buildings 
vacated. 

 
4.       Amend, modify or reject the above options. 

 
CC Iris Yang 
 
Attachments:  City of Paso Robles Municipal Code Chapter 17.18 

Property Status List 
Notice to Owners 






























